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EXDIS 
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TAGS: PFOR, OAS, TD 

SUBJ: POSSIBLE POSTPONEMENT OF OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REF: STATE 040671 

1. IN VIEW OF THE ABSENCE FROM TRINIDAD OF BOTH THE MINISTER OF 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (WILLIAMS--IN USA) AND MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (JOSEPH-IN BARBADOS), I CALLED 
TODAY ON MEA PERMANENT SECRETARY ABDULAH TO DISCUSS POSSIBLE 
POSTPONEMENT OF OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

2. FBDULAH CALLDD ATTENTION TO MEETING OF COMMONWEALTH PRIME 
MINISTERS IN JAMAICA APRIL 29 THRU MAY 5, BUT KNEW OF NO REASON 
WHY OAS MEETING COMMENCING MAY 8 WOULD NOT BE FEAFKBLE, ALBEIT 
RATHER CLOSE ON HEELS OF HIGH-LEVEL COMMONWEALTH CONFERENCE. 

3. SINCE EITHER PRIMIN/FONMIN WILLIAMS OR DR. CUTHBERT JOSEPH 
WOULD PROBABLY HEAD GOTT DELEGATION TO OASGA AND NEITHER WILL 
RETURN TO TRINIDAD BEFORE END OF THIS WEEK, ABDULAH COULD GIVE 
NO FINAL RESPONSE ON SUBJECT OF GA POSTPONEMENT. HOWEVER, HE WAS 
CONFIDENT THAT GOTT WOULD NOT OPPOSE POSTPONEMENT IF RAISED 

IN PERMANENT COUNCIL, AND EXPRESSED FULL UNDERSTANDING OF 
USG REASONS FOR DESIRING DELAY. 

RICH 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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